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Studying in the

Schoof Of tsro6enness
It was a solemn moment for David. Samuel, the priest, prophet

andjudge oflsrael had summoned him from the sheepcote. His father
Jesse and his brothers were looking on in wonder as their honoured
guest anointed David as the future king of Israel. It would have been
a proud moment for this youngest son of Jesse. It would be recorded
in the annals of history how a shepherd boy had become king of the
kingdom oflsrael. Little did he realize that when he was anointed,
he was enrolled not into the lineage of royalty, but into the school of
submission and brokenness. This was a school to which few willinelv
enrolled and even fewer graduated.

"If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him" (II Tim.2:12).
All who desire to reign with Christ have to undergo the training given
in this most severe school - the school ofbrokenness. Every student
of this school has to suffer much pain. This is because God can only
work through men who live in pain. Men who are broken vessels.

One of the first lessons David was taught, he had to learn in
the classroom of King Saul's court. Although David had been anointed
king, he had to first serve under a king - a mad king, a king who
threw spears at you whenever he was troubled by an evil spirit.

Now, when someone throws a spear at you, what should you
do? Wrench it out of the wall and throw it right back. Everyone else
does it. In doing this small feat of returning thrown spears you will
prove many things: you are courageous, you stand for the right, and
you boldly stand against all wrong. You are tough and you can't be
pushed around. You will not stand for injustice and unfair treatment.
You are the defender of the faith, the keeper of the flame, detector of
all heresy. You will not be wronged. It will also prove that you are
a candidate for kingship. Most assuredly, you are the Lord's
anointed. But in the school of brokenness, this idealism cannot and
wil l  not be tolerated.
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In this school howeveL one is taught how not to bc hit by spcitls'

How can this be clone? First, learn to duck quickly-' Second' never

irlr.* il""t the spear. Thircl, never lear.n the art of spear throwing.

Finally, keep your mouth tightly closed

In oih".  *ord. ,  when & tr ia ' l  of  breaking takes place in our

l ives we must f i t 's t  be quick to humble ourselves'  We must bow our

heac l s .  l n  t h i s  way  we  rece i ve  g l ' ace  to  go  th rough  th i s  t f i a l

( Jam.4 :6 ) .' ' - " '  
S "cona ty ,  when  the  Lo rd  takes  us  th rough  a  pe r iod  o l '

breakings, we should never seek levenge f tom the on-e whom thc

;;;l;';;i"g as a tool to break us We should realize that the individual

L" 
" i t . . t . t r in""  

causing this pain in oul  l ives is an instrument t l lc

Lord is using to make us more precious'

Next,  let  us always be vigi lant thr l t  we do- not become an

ins t rumen twh i chb reakso the rs .Ra the r l e tusy ie l dou rse l ves to t t c
the vessel whicl.r is being broken'

Final ly,  whatever the provocat ion may- be' . let  us 
.keep 

qulcl '

Just commit the matter into Gocl's hands and be silent' In this way

spears will never touch us even if they pierce our hearts' causlng tls

pain.
How can we know that a spear has hit us? We become bittcr'

eu".y t"r.on taught in the school of brokenness will either make us

tn,,"i nl. bitter. fohat makes the difference? It is the greatest vessel

of brokenness, our "[mmanuel" or the unyielding "f" ' lf we ref t-tsc

i" lr"" ,,.l the voice J self and pride and focus our eyes on Emmanuel

ii"t," - fU"rt. l:23), we can be assured of success in this unit of study

in the school of' brokenness
David's experlence in the court  of  King Saul was just  the

beginning of  his educat ion Saul rnade l i fe torture'  but David

reJpondeJ only with respect and private agony' No matter how great

the grievance was, no matter how justified' he,would not speak against

ifrot-" in."o* of responsibility He only yielded himself ro be broken '

As we enrol in the school of brokenness' God sets His eyes on

ttre unUroten, proud soul within us and begins the process of breaking

with meticulous care and purpose' This opefation takes years and is

f , :u,ot i r ing. I t  a lmost k i l l 's  the pat ient The inner being is mut i lated'

V", o""ii accepted it. He emtracecl the cruel ciLcumstances He

t i f t "O no hand nor of f 'ered any resistance'  nor didie grandstand his

fiety. Sit"ntty, privately, he bore the crucibles D:rvid has become

tu n recogn izab le.

sflr(r, l  (  ) l  l r fol .( I [ . \ \  t , \ ! ] ! l tJt!L-,1!! . :110?
Mlny  l i n r cs  the  p l l l r s  t l r c  l _o rd  l c l c l s  us  th rough  ia i i bc

descr ibccl  as brutal iz ing, k i l l ing, nrut i lut ing. 13ut t lur . ing these per iods
of t r ia l ,  thcse lessons in brcrkenncss, the Lor.c l  not only dcsires but
also expects us to joyl i r l ly  and si lent ly ernbr.ace these circumstances
so t l rat  He may t lansform qur character and make us l ike Him.

As Saul pel 's istent ly cont inued to chase him, caves became
castles and pits became homes. It was during th is time that the outcasts
of society found secur i ty and peace whi le in the prcsence of Davicl
who was hiding in the caves of Adul lam ( l l  Sam. 22: l -2).  In the
caves clrownecl in the sorrow of his song and in thc song of hrs sorrow,
David becarne the greatest hymn writer and comforter ol br.oken
hearts.

I t  is only when we are broken can the Lord use us to heal
t l rose who ale broken,heartecl  and set the caDtives free. This t r .uth
can be clear- ly seen in Isaiah 49: l - () ,"To him whom man despiseth,
to him whom thc nat ions abhorreth,  to a servant ol  rulers,  . . . . . . . .  thus
sai th the Lord, ' . . . . . . .  I  wi l l  g ive thee for a covenant to the people,  . . . . .
thei t  thou mayest say to the pr isoners,  Go forth;  and to them that are
in dalkness. Shew yourselves. " '

Even when he reached a vely small measure of safety in a
foleign land, he was f'ealed, hated, lied about and plottecl against.
E,vcrything was being crushed out;  broken in pieces. David'sambit ion
was l ' row no higl . rcr  than a shepheld's staf f .  Suffer ing was giv ing
bi l th to hunl i l i ty and brokenness. David haci  changed: he talked less;
lovcd God nrore; sang di t l i rent ly.

By earthly measures David was a sl tat tered man. By heaven's
measure he was a broken one. As we yield to be broken, as we bend
our heads, the rvor ld wi l l  cal l  us fool ish and cowardly.  Yet heaven
wi l l  cal l  us 'k ings ar.rd pr iests '  (Rev. I  :6).

.Ano the r  i ssue  dea l t  w i th  i n  t he  schoo l  o l ' b rokenness  i s
rebel l ion. A man who inst igates a rebel l ion has already proved t l rat
he has a cr i t ical  nature, an unprincipled character and hidden motives
in his l . reart .  He is a thiel 'and one who creates dissat is fact ion. A
brokcn man never rebels.  No rebel l ion in the Kinedom of God is
plopel  and crn never be blessecl .

E,ven al ' ter  being crowned king, David had to learn many
lessons  i n  the  schoo l  o f  b rokenness .  A l though  he  was  now
accep ted  and  con f i lmed  as  the  k ing  o f  I s rae l  by  the
peop le ,  he  showed  sub ln i ss ion  no t  au tho r i t y .  Dav id  taugh t
l os i ng  no t  w inn ing ;  g i v i ng  no t  t ak i ng .  He  sh ie l ded
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from suffering, not meted it out. Authority ll orn Gocl is not all'iritl ol'

chal lenges. I t  makes no defence norcares i f  i t  is  c lethroned'

David was wi l l ing to lose everything. He gave God a f iee

hand to end, even destroy his kingdorn if it pleased Him. We can see

this brokenness in the way David reacted to Shemei when he cursed

him (Il Sam. 16: l0-1 1). This attitude of selfless abandonment ts a

sure sign of brokenness.
After learning many other lessons in this school of blokenness

and complet ing his r igorous training, David f inal ly graduated He

became the only king of lsrael who ever obtained the testimony from

God. "A man after mine own heart" (Acts l3:22). Therefore all those

who desire to receive this same testimony from God, hesitate not to

enrol in the school of brokenness.
a a o a a o a a a a o a a " "

HAVE THINE OWN WAY. LORD
( Adetuide A. Pollard ( I 862' I 9 34 )

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter, I am the claY.

Mould me and make me after ThY will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

An elderly woman at a prayel meeting one night pleaded, "lt

really doesn't matter what you do with us, Lord, just have your way with

our lives." At this meeting was Adelaide Pollard, a rather well-known

itinerant Bible teacher who was deeply discouraged because she had

been unable to raise the necessary funds fbr a missionary trip to Africa'

She was moved by the older woman's sincere and dedicated request of

God.
At home that evening Miss Pollard meditated on Jelemiah 8:3-4

Then I went down to the potter's house, and be|told, he wrottght rt work

on the wheels, and the vessel that he nnde oJ'clay was marred in tlt'e

hanrl of the potter; so he nmde it again, rtnothervessel, as seemed good

to the potter to make it.
Before retiring that evening, Adelaide Pollard cornpleted the

writing of all four stanzas of this famous hymn.

No mat{er wha{ iv haf feniny in!0ur lile,rijhl now'

remember thaf Qor{i: iaifing foilou wifh ipen arw
A_

Christ is building His kingdom with earth's broken things. Men want
only the strong, the successful, the victorious, the unbroken in building their
kingdoms. But God is the God ofthe unsuccessful, ofthose who have failed.
Heaven is fulIof earth's broken lives, and there is no bruised reed that Christ
cannot take and restore to glorious blessedness and beauty. He can take the
life crushed by pain and sorrow and make it into a harp whose music will be
only praise. God can liftearth's saddest lailure up to heaven's glory. Described
below are some who appeared to be failures, but were truly God's successes.
Try to identify them. (Answers.found on page B)

l) An angel ofthe Lord touched the hollow ofhis thigh and left him limping
for the rest of his life. It was through this breaking down of his natural
strength that God was able to clothe him with spiritual power and make
him a prince.

2) His health and wealth were all taken away in the space of a couple days,
yet he continued to praise God. It was through the breaking of everything
in which he could have placed his confidence that proved the testimony
ofthe Lord concerning him, "a perfect and an upright man."

3) He was the ruler of a great empire yet he was thrown into a den of lions
for 'treason'. Every trace of confidence in his position was broken. It
was after this that his God was accepted in that empire.

4) She went to a land which was hostile to her people and obeyed her
mother-in-law in doing certain things which no respectabla woman would.
By thus losing her reputation because of obedience, she was ioined to
the Iineage ofJesus.

5) He boldly declared that l.re would follow his Master even unto death, but
at the query ofa servant girl, he denied his Lord thrice. After the breakins
ofhis self-confidence he became the chiefapostle.

6) Having been broken in spirit and body, having lost confidence in everything,
she makes herjoumey through the wildemess leaning on herBeloved.

7) His precious body was broken to pieces by whips, thoms, nails and a
spear. By the blood which flowed flom these wounds millions uoon
millions are saved and healed even todav.

( ; r x l  l l s r s : l  h o s (  \ \ ' l ' o , \ r r  l l l ' k ( t l l'\r.Dlul. - S(p. 2007

GOD USDS THOSD WIIO ABE BROI6DN
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It was an extremely rough journey. More than two

weeks of stormy weather. The ship in which St.Paul was being taken

as a prisoner to Rome was in danger of being wlecked. As certain

inmates of this ship tried to escape in a life-boat, Paul cried out,

"Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved."
Trusting the words of this.man of God the centurion

commanded that the life-boat be cut and set adrift. All 276 souls

remained aboard the ship resting on a promise made to Paul by God.

In their wisdom they thought that even as the 276 were preserved,

the ship too would be preserved. But God's ways are not man's

ways.
The ship ran aground and the hinder part was broken

up. The fore part was stuck and immovable. After the promise ol'

safety, the ship was wrecked. The centurion commanded that those
who could swir,n to swim across to the island nearby while the rest
were to use boards and broken pieces of the ship to reach dry land.

In this way all 276 souls went safely to land but the ship had been
floundered.

What was the purpose of God in permitting the ship to

be broken, destroyed? God had this island upon His mind even as

He had revealed it to Paul. God wanted to manifest His love and
power in this place. But why had the ship to be broken? The goal

was Rome and a new ship that could challenge the rough weather
was needed. If the ship had not been wrecked, there may have been
constant patching-up until the ship was too dangerous to travel in.

God's ways are ways of wisdom and so different from ours.
This ship signifies the plans we think of for God's will

to be worked out in our lives. We begin to love our ship even more

than our lives. We fast and pray for the preservation of it. But

remember, in God's eyes we are more valuable than our ship - our
pet schemes which we think will enable us to fulfil God's will in our

l ives. Our walk with the Lord is of  more importance to Him
-  o -

The l lrokcr Ship pwt):. t  t .  _ Scrr,2{,07
than oul works fbl Him. So when He sees our works for Him are

hindering our walk, our fellowship with Him, He will permit failures
and disappointments in our human endeavours. But if we do the
ministry according to his will and by His grace, we won't need to face
the agony ofdefeat. So let us take heecl lest He sends a storm to break
our ship and we find only the deep blue sea below us. Then we will
have to reach the shore on drift wood.

God's ways may seem cruel and strange. Atsuchtimes
there may be no visible signs of His presence with us but underneath
are the everlasting arms. He can protect us in the storm. His mighty
armwil l  use anything to carry out His eternal  plan in our l ives. Letus
bear in mind that we belong to God and that He is our Master. When
we are rooted and grounded in this assurance, andjoyfully accept the
breaking ofour ideals, God will not only save us, He will save others
throush us.

When I cannot understand my Father's leading,
And it seems to be but hard and cruel fate,

Still I hear the gentle whisper ever pleading,
God is breaking, God is faithful, ONLY WAIT.

&oc{promitet a nfe fanrtng, nof a ca{m pat:'age

a a n a a a a a a a a a a a t t a a

The Lord has enabled me to experience divine healing in
my life and also in the life of my children. In the year 2001, my
son fell ill with Dengue. Patches ofblood clots appeared all over
his body. He lost consciousness and was nigh unto death.

The servants of God took my son to the Faith Home.
Tirelessly they nursed him. Sacrificing even their sleep, they
wrestled through in prayer and preserved the life of my child.

Praise Cod for "by His stripes we are healed!',

- Priyangani Femando
(Ragama)

1-

Testimony - continued from
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SUBDUED!
Before God can launch us out into the breadth and

sweetness of His service and entrust to us great things for Himself,
we must be perfectly subdued. We must be subdued in every part of
our nature, subdued to His wi l l  and fhe disposi t ion of  His mind. We
must be subdued in our hearts, in our wills, in our words, in our
tempers, in our manners: subdued through and through so thoroughly
that we will be flexible to all His purposes and plans. We must be so
subdued that harshness, sever i ty,  cr i t ic ism, s luggishness, laziness,
impetuosi ty and always want ing our own way -  even in rel ig ious
matters - must be subdued out of us.

We must be subdued not merely in our own opinion,
not merely think ourselves subdued, not only be subdued in the esteem
of our friends and fellow-workers but subdued so perfectly that the
all-seeing eye of God can look us through and the Omniscient One
knows that we are subdued. God must first conquer the man He can
entrust wi th His great thoughts and plans.

The Holy Ghost must saturate us with a divine conquest
before He can use us to conquer other souls. The Lord will begin to
subdue us with gent le means, and i f  we sink lovingly and promptly
into His mind, the work wi l l  be done. But i f  we have f l int  or i ron in
our nature and it is found necessary, He will use heroic means and
put us between milestones and grind us to powder until He can mould
us without any resistance to His purpose. The greatest difficulty the
Lord finds when using His servants, even His zealous and oftentimes
sanctified servants, is that they are not perfectly, universally and
constantly subdued under the power of God.

We must be so subdued as to stop meddling with other
people's matters that God has not entrusted us with. So subdued as
not to be calling God's servants hard names and lashing out at
Christians who are doing what they can for their Master. So subdued
that we can hold our tongues and walk soft ly wi th God. So
subdued that we can keep our eyes on Jesus and attend to our

JESUs
- l,lEEK AND LOWLY

One time some soldiers were building a fort and were having a
hard time lifting a log into its place. "Heave away! Heave ho!" shouted
their leader, who was a corporal. He shouted at them, but he did not
help them.

A man on horseback came along, jumped offhis horse, and helped
the soldiers. Then he turned to the leader and said, "Why didn't you
help them?"

"I?" said the man. "l am a corporal!" He was too proud to do
such work. He was too proud to help his men.

Do you know what the rider said as he swung on his horse and
rode away? He said to the corporal, "The next time you need help on
any work you are too proud to do, call George Washington." The corporal
almost fainted. Now he knew who the man was. He was the general in
charge ofall the soldiers.

Do you think that Jesus would have helped the men, or woulcl
He have been too proud to help, like the corporal? Jesus wasn't too
proud to do anything that needed to be done to help us. He wasn't too
proud to become ababy. He wasn't too proud to help His parents. He
wasn't too proud to go to school. He wasn't too proud to work.

Even though Jesus is God, He wasn't too proud to suffer and die
for us. He was not ashamed to have poor people as His friends, not even
when other people called them sinners. He loves all of us even though
He is great and good and we are nothing.

That's something we can learn irom Him. "Learn of Me,"Jesus
said, "for I am meek and lowly in heart." To be meek means to be
submissive or obedient. To be lowly means to be humble and not proud.
When we love Jesus, He will help us to be obedient and humble.

a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a

(Activiqt on page 5 - Answers): Jacob / Job / Daniel / Ruth /
Peter / Bride of Christ / Jesus

)

)

I

I

-8 - -  9 -
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own work. So subdued to do God's will we do it promptly and lovingly,
that we are glad to have a place in His kingdom and to do at least a little
service for Him.

Ohl It is grand to be absolutely conquered by the Holy
Ghost and swing out a thousand miles from everybody and everything
into the ocean of God's presence. It is marvellons to work with Him in
humility, without stumbling over others, without religious peevishness
and bend with every plan God gives us.

When we are subdued in the sight of God, He will work
miracles in us and we will be able to experience His power in healing, in
finance, in service, in gentleness and sweetness of the inner man. The
magnitude of what God has wrought in us, the miracles of His grace will
astonish us, surprise our friends and amaze our enemies. Therefore let
us get subdued in everyway, in everything; so subdued that we can keep
still in God and see Him work out the great thoughts of His eternal mind
in our lives.

SUBMISSION:
Giving up your rights trusting in God

a a a a o a a a a a a a

( Continued from back cover)
When in order to be right with my God it is necessary to take

the lumbling path of confession and restitution and I remember that
Jesus "made Himself of no reputdtion,.,. and hurnbled Himself unto
death, even the death of the cross," ( Pltil. 2:8) and I bow my head and
reaclily accept the shame of exposure - llit ir (nlorll,ete.

When one (tcts towards nte in an unforgivable way, anel I
remember that when He was crucified, Jesus prayed, " Fatherforgive
tltentfor tlrcy know ,tot what they do," (Lk. 23:34) and I bow my head
and accept any behaviour towards me as permitted by nty loving Father
- llis at 0>olc'l,tcee,

When people expect the impossible of me and more than tinrc
or human strength can give, and I remember that Jesus said, "This is
My body which is broken for you," (Lk. 22:19) and I repent of my
indulgence and lack of self-givingfor others - lli. i. (>oleencet,
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His Aody was AtoQan,
TAat nlna coh0d Aa Aaa0adt

I was born to God-fearing parents who brought me up in a
godly atmosphere. Although I had learnt about God and knew about
Him, I  d id not t ruly know Him, nei ther had I  experienced Him in
my life.

At the age of thirteen, a growth appeared on my chest. As a
result of medical treatment I was cured. But thereafter, swellings
which took on the appearance of knots would often appear on my
chest.  The treatment I  underwent caused me much pain.

Finally the specialist who attended on me said that this gowth
was cancerous. This verdict of death shattered me. The diagnosis
caused in me a fear of death because I did not know what lay in wait
for me beyond the grave.

I got married at the age of seventeen and had two children,
By the time I reached the age of twenty, I had lost all interest in life.
I could not see any purpose in continuing to live. I would constantly
contemplate death.

At th is point  an evangel ist  v is i ted my home with the good
news of the Gospel. "If there truly was a living God, why should
such a thing take place in my l i fe?",  I  cr ied to him. Yet I  received
grace to listen to his words about God's love and mercy. My heart
broke and I began to cry. That night I met the Lord in a dream and
gave my wounded, broken heart to Him.

The Lord invited me to the convention which was being held
in Mattakkuliya at that time. As I entered the hall a tarrying meeting
(a meeting in which the people of God are given an opportunity to
be f i l led with the anoint ing, pray in the Spir i t  and wait  upon God)
was being conducted. It was the first time that I had seen anything
like this, but the Lord mercifully filled me with the power of the
Holy Ghost - with the evidence of speaking in tongues - at this
instance. This same anoint ing also healed me ofcancer.

(Continued on page 7)
-  l I  -



EMPTIED FROM VESSEL TO VESSEL
"He has also been undisturbed on his lees neither has he been

emptieclfrom vessel to vessel ..... therefore he retains his flavour,
and his aroma has not changed." (Jeremiah.48: I 1 )
The words 'vessel to vessel'are so suggestive. The figure has to

do with wine making. It speaks ofone ofthe methods used in producing
a clear, rich, well-refined wine. The wine is poured into a vessel and
allowed to stand for a certain length of time under different circumstances
- perhaps of heat, cold, light or dalkness. Then it is poured into another
vessel. Each time there is a settling of sediments and dregs which remain
in the vessel as the wine-maker carefully pours the precioirs liquid into still
another vessel.

This process is repeated until the wine is perfectly refined, yielding
a freshness ofscent and fragrance that is very pleasing to the rraker. This
cannot take place if the wine is allowed to stand only in one vessel all the
time, for then it will remain 'undisturbed on its lees' and will be scented
with the essence of the dregs and thus Iose its proper colour and value.

Doesn't this parable speak to us? God is a Master-Trainer and has
us in training. After we are saved and baptized in the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Spirit desires to lead us step by step (vessel by vessel) into maturity. With
wills yielded and spirits mellowed and broken, we shall then become wine
that is well refined. Thus God conforms us to the image of His Son.

The vessels into which the Lord pours us are the various trials, the
unique atrangement of circumstances, peculiar conditions, unexplainable
leadings, tests in relation to healing and the general aray ofexperiences
common in the life of a dedicated Christian.

The Vessel of Misunderstanding
This vessel has a different colour from the wine, and as the wine is

poured into it, it assumes the colour of the vessel. Peoplejudge the wine
by the colour of the glass and at once label the wine as .off-colour'. Then
an endless course ofreasons are guessed at as to why such rich-looking
wine took on such an unusual shade. Ofcourse, the wine itself is all the
time conscious that others are passing such remarks and has a prayerful

l,;'u)tic(ll !'!!D-Jr!!.:.st0.20!Z
tirne getting scttlcd. Iiol tho winc hits lo ltcolttc absolutcly still ('tocome to

rest') and stand long enough lirr thc sccliment to settle and cling to the bottom

of tl.re vessel. Many delay this by constantly keeping the wine in motion,

trying to explain the fact that it is really all right and that it is only the glass

that is coloured. Thus it takes longel for the dregs to settle' But once the

work is done, the Maker carefully pours the wine out into another vessel'

Left behind are the dregs of self-vindication and a few other shreds of the

self-life.
The Vessel of Public Gaze

The new vessel into which the wine is poured is a large' round,

open one - gray and ugly. At first the wine shrinks inwardly, for the vessel

seems so unusual and so uninviting. It is so flat and open that all can see

every part of the wine. This is when God allows us to experience public

humiliation and weakness. The wine cannot gather itselfup and appear in

any other shape than the shape of the vessel. It must spread out flat and be

open to publicjudgment and criticism' The difficult light ofpublic exposure,

the confusion and the scores ofremarks concerning 'the fall' (as it seems to

people), work a miracle in the wine itself. It becomes quiet, yielded and

silent. As it is emptied from this vessel,left behind are the dregs ofpride and

selt'-preservation.
The Vessel of Long' Dark Trial

The next vessel is made ofclay. It is not transparent and can reflect

no light. It is tall and has a long, narrow neck. The wine has some difficulty

getting settled due to the darkness within the vessel. It wonders whether it

should be in this vessel. At last it yields and fi1ls the vessel quietly. Here it

stands fbrhours, days and even months in shadow and darkness- This is the

type of trial in which God lets us alone to prove us even in shadow and

darkness. It works wonders in the wine. When it is finally emptied out, it

gleams with faith - tried and tested. Left behind are the dregs of impatience,

questioning and unbelief.
The Vessel of Strange Guidance

The next vessbl is of a most peculiar shape - full ofbulges, angles,

comers, dents ancl ridges. The wine has a hard time in finding its way into all

the odd nooks and comers. God's ways are not our ways. He does not

explain to the public as to why He leads His children in strange ways' It is

certainly a death to the flesh not to be able to explain to others how God is

leading us. I am glad that we do not have to know why God does everything

nor do we have to explain to the public why we were led in a certain way'



As soon as the win" i. r",,l"a *,t,t 
" t"r*n I"o,o"o,tn"i#ifil;'oh#

Maker takes it out of rhe vessel and it gleams and spirklei'wtth tieshyieldedness and obedience. kft behind ari ctregs of diri"rf."i f"*.
The Vessel of Everybody Else,s Fault

Here is another vessel which the wine would not have chosen ofitself. It consists of the complex anangement of circumsiances into whictrwe are thrust when we are truly not to blame at all for the situation. It is anawkward place to be. people fail to do their duty, or fo.get, or some one isnot broken and yielded, or another refuses to come o. gi o, t 
" 

.t oulA 
"tc.Beforc we realise it, we arc involved in a predicament quii"io or.Aoopprouol.To be dragged inro a situarion with w'hich," hod'n;thin;; do and forwhich we are not at alr to blame, is rear death to the flesh. But it was Godwho made the vessel (Rom g:2g) and He only requires tfraiyou ytefO and Uestill as He pours you into it.

We cannot take time to speak of the many, miui .r.cssels so differentin character. Let us now turn to another phase oitruth giu"n i*r..

Our Reactions
How should the wine act when being poured? First, we may be

f::1_!*,*ilh."n 
unbroken spirit. The will iJsunenAe."A anO tr," pou.ingcontlnues, but the person keeps rigid and. unbroken in spirii- He has tr.ulysurrendered to God's will and may even die doing the wiil of God _ and yetutterly fail in that he is not broken in spir.it. Thus tie obj""t ofir" pouring i,lost. O, let us break in spirit, and rh"n ,h"n *" u." fouiJ, ,"n". r,,, U" f"r,agony, pain and distress, for we will melt with g.u"" unJ nti 

"o"t 
u.rr"tquickly.

. 
Another way is to yield to the pouring and find ourselves filling anumber ofdifferent vessels and yet as. we do so wejust endure it, and quietlyhidrlen away in our spirit there is a sulking attitude. We go,t .ugn ,lr" ,.iotr,but the entire time saying faintly in ourhearts, ..yes. hid, i rrrif f go tnrouglr,bur all the same I don't think it is quite fair, fo, you.oufa frJve made iteasier", etc.
The third way (the right way) is to sunender in wi, and arso to bebroken in spirit and heart. This is so pleasing to God. As we break in spirit,

1: J?t" 
oy'stubbom ways; our natural spirit giu", ruy uJ re becomepliable and run easily into the most intricateparts"of ea"hl"J H"r" *" ar"truly able ro say, .sweet will of Goa,, .l Oetigtrt to ao ifry *iii O C"a,,.

l inr l t lc(r :
(iod's ltcasons

Now, a word as to the rcason lbr all this pouring and emptying.
Surely God does not thrust us into such trying places to mock us. His aim

is to produce a broken. yielded spirit.
The second reason for pouring us out is to keep us from settling on

our lees. There is such a tendency in life to want it easy. We dislike

disturbances and having to do things differently from the way we have for
forty years.

Another reason is to broaden us in sympathy and understanding
with each other. The one who has had but little trouble in life is not a
particularly helpful person. But one who has gone through a hundred and
one trials, experiences, deaths, blasted hopes, shocks, and a tragedy or two
and has leamt his lesson -"who because ofpractice have their senses trained"
- such a pelson is worth something. He is able to look beyond the frailty of
the flesh and remembering that we are butdust, trust God with a great faith
for victory and power. Do not be afraid of the process. Nothing can equip
us to serve needy humanity better than to break in spirit and heart.

When we consider our adorable Bridegroom, we not only find in
Him a yielded will, but also a broken heart and spirit. He became weak
and broken until His life was poured out 'Crucified through weakness' is
the Word. And this was the mighty God! What brokenness! Do we desire
fellowship with Him? Then we too must be broken in spirit. God is getting
His people more loosened from the earth than ever before and making
thern yielded and broken - ready for being raptured to glory. Do you want
to bc earth-bound and 'settled on your lees'? If not, let us yield quickly and
learn our lessons. He is coming soon but He cannot rapture unbroken
spirits.

In closing, we could consider how we may be poured more
glacefully; how we may break and become the desired wine. First of all, I
think. we must see God. He is the maker of all the vessels. He does the
pouling and we are His wine. We must then depend on the Holy Spirit,
who has now been given to us instead ofthe old, set, unyielding spirit of
the natural. As we yield and break in our spirit, the Holy Spirit becomes all
we need. Some day the last vessel will befilled and the last pouring fltnished.
The Lord is particu'lar to have His wine refined even to the last degree.
May it please His heart to find us then, choice wine, rich, sparkling and
well refined, because by His grac6 we joyfully accepted being emptied
from vessel to vcssel. - (Selected)

-  l <  -
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THE BNOKEN BOX
As Jesus sat in the house of Simon the leper, Mary of Bethany

brought an alabaster box containing an ointment of spikenard. Both the
box and the ointment were very expensive. When she found an
opportunity to anoint the feet ofJesus, she broke this priceless box and
bathed His feet with its priceless contents.

Instead ofbreaking this alabaster box could Mary not havejust
removed its lid and poured out its contents? Ever thought why?

In breaking this box, Mary made sure that every drop of this
ointment was used in anointing Jesus. If she had attempted to preserve
the box there would have been a chance that some of the spikenard
would still be clinging to the corners ofthe container and escape being
poured out.

The breaking ofthe box also made sure that even ifa thought of
self-indulgence troubled her while she was pouring out the ointment,
she would be unable to preserve some of it for her personal use.

So it was only when Mary broke her beautiful box made of
alabaster, rendering it henceforth useless, that the ointment soothed the
aching feet ofJesus and its fragrance blessed the heart of the occupants
of that house. In the same manner, it is only when we willingly yield to
the breaking of everything precious to us - be it our free will, ideals,
reputation, affections, health or wealth - we can totally and completely
pour out our very best, our entire life at the feet ofJesus. Itisonlythen
can we satisfy the heart ofJesus and the whole world be blessed throueh
us.

a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a

Deep tenderness of spirit can never be known exce through greal
suffeing. Nothing but the wineprcss ofsorrow can yielcl it. No matter what shape
the trial mqy be, whether it is an unutterable sorrow for sin, extrene poverry, great
physical pain, relentless persecution, loneliness ortheweur end tare oftt tltousand.
daily annoyances, they all constitute this witrepress.

We qre not broken and. dead to self all at once. We haye to die daity. A
the day long the choice will be before us in a thousand ways. It will mean no plon,
no time, no money and no pleasure of our own. It will elso nrcan constant yiekling
to those oround us. Everyone who tries us and vexes us is Gocl's way of breaking
our self so that there is a yet deeper channel in us .for the life of Christ.

MINISTRY - Ministcrs ofthe Cospcl cannot have any inheritaDce in the world. The
Levites had no inheritance. Bccause, the1, bcar the ark ofthe l-ord ( Deut : l0:8-9)

Christ said " whosoever forsal<eth not his all cannot be rny disciple" ( Luke 14 :33)
The purpose tbr such a consrcration is clearly set forth in Lk l2:33-34. This ideal is
in rpera t ive  fo r rn in is te rs  o f the  Gospe l  (SeeMat t .S :  l9 -20) . (Mat t l9 :21)  seea lso
(2 Tim:2:4).

NO DMRCE -Malriaqe is binding 1bl l i f 'e. Under the Law of Chf ist thefe is but one
cause fi)f scpafirt iorr - adultcrv- and a person has no right to rnany again while the

fi rsl cornpilnion l ivcs. Matt 5 :3 l -32, Mattl 9;9. Rom:7;3.

S ECOND Al)VENT OF CHRIST - Thc retunr of,)ur Lord is just as l iteral as His going

away. (Act I :9- I I ) I l  is irr thrcc pafis

FIRST- He wil l descend to the air, to catch away His waiting Bride, the perfect in
Chr is t . (Co l :  1 :28 ;  lThes4:15-18;  Rev .  l2 :5 -6)Th is  i sca l led t l te  rap ture  o f thc  l i r s t -
f iuits.( Rom:8 :23 ). He wil l appear only to those who "eagerly wait for Him".
(  F Icb :9 :28) .

SECOND- Thc catching up ol'those who remain faithful unto death in the great

t r ibLr la t ion .  Th is  i s  ca l l cd  thc  harves t -  (  Rev :14 :14  -18 ;  7 :9 -14  Mat t  24 :29  -31) .

THlllD - Revelation. IJc wil l cotne to the earth to be seel1 ofevery eye (Rev. | :7) to

cstatrl ish His kingdonr on the carth, and executejudgment on the ungodly.
(  Zcch l4  :  4 ,  5 ;  2  Thcs  7 :  10  ) .

MIt,LIINNIUM - ls t lre I 000 years reign of the Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints

on thc cilrth which would be lcncwed and restored. Durins this time the devil wil l be
borrnd .( l lcv 20:2-4).

GlttaAT WHITB THRONE JUDGMENT - The general resunection wil l take place

aftel thc M il lenn ium, rvhen God shall judge the quick and the dead accord ing to their
wo lks .  I l cv20: l l -15 :  Ac t  l0 :42 .

NEW I I EAVEN AND NEW EARTH - At the cnd ofthe Millennium. this heaven and
earth shll l pass away, and God shall usher in a new heaven and a new earth
(Rev 2 | ; l- l). There shall be no death (vs.4) or curse thele (vs 3).

NEW.IIiRtJSALEM AND ZION - The New Testame nt saints who have attained the

Christ l ikc pcll 'cction and lived an overcoming life rvil l  inherit New Jerusalem.
(Rev: 2 | :2). The servants of God who have lived a consecrated l ife and done the
perfect \,\, i l l  ol God wil l inherit Zion. (Rev: 14:l-5)

ETERNAL IIEAVEN AND ETERNAL HELL -The righteous go into everlasting l ife

and the w icked to everlasting pun ishment. The pun ishment of he l l wil l beof thesame

dura t ion  as  thc  b l i ss  o fheaven.  Mat t :  25 :45 :  Rev :  l4 :10  -14 :  Mat t .13 t  42 .



THI9 IE BEOUENNC99
Sometimes i t  is asked what we mean by "brokenness" '

Brokenness is not easy to def ine but can clear ly be seen in the

react ion of  Jesus; special ly as He approached t l le cross and His

cruci f ix ion. I t  a lso can be personal ly appl ied this way:

When ttt cto the will of God nteans tllat er)en nty Christian

brethren will not wulerstand anrl I renrcmber that "neither did His

brethren believe irt Hirtt," (Jn.7:5) and I bttw nry head to obey and

accepl the ntiswtderstanding - lAit is (>ollehh&tt'

When I ant ntisrepresentetl or deliberately misinterpreted

and. I remember that Jesus was falsely accused but "He held His

pe ace", and I bow my head to atccpt tlrc accu';atiort witltout trying

to jttstify ntyself - lAie ic (nkenncee,

When anotlrcr is pre.ferred be.fbre nte and I am deliberately

passed. over, tmd I rernember that tlrcy cried, "Away with this ntan,

. . . . . .  re lease unto us Barabbas," and I  bow rny head and accept the

rejectiort - llie it l>okctxeee '

When nry plans are brushed aside and I see the work oJ years

brought to ruins by the ambition o.f others and I rementber lhat

Jestts allowed thent to lead Hirn away to be crucilied (Matt 24:31)

and He acceptetl the place oJJailure, and I bow nty lrcad and accept

tlrc injustice without bitterness ' llie ir (>okeancee'

When others take unlair advantage of nty beirtg rt Christian

anti treat nry belongings as ptrblic property and I rententber that

they "str ippecl  Hirn" and "parted His garments,  cast ing lots"

(Matt.27:28, 35) and I bow nty head and accept joytiilIy the spoilirtg

oJ'nty good.for His sake - lA,t it (>oltetres+,

(Continued on Page 10)
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